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Count Three involves Fleming v. Fleming, a divorce case assigned to my docket. Audra Fleming
filed a complaint for divorce against Ronald Fleming in 2002. A magistrate handled the case from
the time it was filed until April 20, 2004, at which time Dr. Fleming filed an objection to the
Magistrate’s decision, triggering my involvement.

The objections were set to be heard on June 16, 2004 in my courtroom along with the final
divorce hearing in Fleming scheduled for June 15 and 16. Mrs. Fleming presented in the court
with serious health problems and had traveled with her mother from out of state to attend hearings
before the Magistrate on more than twelve occasions. According to the court file, Mrs. Fleming
was the victim of domestic violence committed by Dr. Fleming. It was reported Dr. Fleming had
threatened to kill Mrs. Fleming if she did not leave the marital residence in Ohio. Mrs. Fleming
left to live with her mother. I was concerned about the age of the case and concerned that Dr.
Fleming had switched attorneys a couple times. He wanted to do so again when the case initially
came into my courtroom. It appeared to me that Dr. Fleming was manipulating the system.

The first time the case came into my courtroom, Atty. Clinkscale wanted to withdraw from
representing Dr. Fleming and Atty. Winston wanted to enter his appearance on behalf of Dr.
Fleming. I expressed concerns about further delays in the case, apologized to Mrs. Fleming that
she had traveled in ill health from out of state to attend court only to have the case continued. I
advised Attorney Winston enter an appearance only if he agreed to remain on the case until the
divorce was finalized and if he agreed to return, with his client, ready to proceed for final hearing.
I insisted Attorney Winston contact his client to select the date so as not to jeopardize Mrs.
Fleming’s health due to unnecessary long distance traveling. Despite his representations to the
court, neither Mr. Winston nor his client appeared in court for the final hearing as agreed on the
date the two of them selected. Mr. Winston called the court from out of the country and left a
message that he was “off the case.” This is not the proper procedure for withdrawing from a case.
Atty Halliburton-Cohen filed an appearance as co-counsel for Dr. Fleming, but was unaware
Mr.Winston left a message informing he was “off the case”. Atty. Halliburton-Cohen tried to take
over my courtroom as she argued that I did not have authority to prevent her from proceeding on
Dr. Fleming’s behalf in my courtroom. Despite numerous warnings, Atty. Halliburton-Cohen
continued her disrespectful behavior. I found her in direct contempt of court. Atty. Chris Cooper
witnessed her antics and testified at my disciplinary hearing that he had never seen an attorney, in
his 23 years of practice, behave as disrespectfully toward a sitting judge as had Atty. Halliburton-
Cohen in my courtroom. Fact is, neither had I seen such disrespect exhibited by an attorney in a
courtroom during my 30 year career. I so testified during my disciplinary proceedings.

The Count Three Allegations are that:

1. Idelayed the Fleming case, allegedly violating Canon 3(B)(8) and Canon 4

2. My bailiff faxed Fleming’s office and I called Dr.Fleming’s office, allegedly violating
Canon 2, Canon 3(B)(4), Canon 3(B)(7) and Canon 4

3. My interactions with Atty. Winston and Atty. Halliburton-Cohen were allegedly not
patient, not courteous and not free of bias and prejudice, allegedly violating Canon 3,
Canon 3(B)(4), Canon 3(B)(5) and Canon 4

4. My communication with Attorney Peggy Blackmore, who happened to be near my
bailiff’s desk phone in the courtroom when I called to inform that the 1:30 hearing would
be delayed allegedly violated Canon 3(B)(7) and Canon 4

5. An entry I filed to disqualify myself from the case was allegedly dishonest, allegedly
violating Canon 2, Canon 3(B)(4) and Canon 4

Count Three Allegations 1-5 above include 15 alleged violations of the Canons










